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A NOTE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD  

OF FINE, PERFORMING AND PRACTICAL ARTS 

Kenneth Hess 

Welcome back!  

Our music education and performing arts 

teachers are ready for another amazing year 

with all our performing arts students.  

In the 2013-14 school year I have been excited 

to watch our students grow and develop as 

musicians.  Examples of our students 

excellence are : 

 thirty-seven elementary school students 

from Salt Brook and Allen W. Roberts 

were accepted into county, regional, and 

all-state honor ensembles;  

 the Middle School music department 

(band, orchestra and chorus) garnered 

two excellent and three superior ratings 

at Music In The Parks; and  

 a highly-praised production of Crazy For 

You—The New Gershwin Musical by our 

high school music and drama 

departments.  

I wish to acknowledge our outstanding 

faculty for their hard work and guidance in 

preparing our students for all their musical 

and theatrical endeavors. It is truly a 

pleasure to count these consummate 

professionals as my colleagues. 

As Department Head, I would also like to 

welcome our new Director of the Elementary 

String Orchestra, Ms. Marirose Dempsey. 

Ms. Dempsey will be working with students 

at both Allen W. Roberts and Salt Brook 

School.   

As always, I urge everyone to become a 

member of the New Providence Music 

Boosters to show your support for the 

performing arts, for your school community, 

and for your children. It is largely due to our 

parent support that the NAMM Foundation 

named New Providence a “Best Community 

for Music Education” for a second year in a 

row in 2014.  

Let’s work together and make this another 

fantastic school year! 

This year is a special one in New 
Providence Music Boosters.  Why?  
Because Music Boosters (fondly known as 
“MuBoo”) is on it’s way to becoming a 
501(c)3 charity.  Now, each dollar you 
donate is tax deductible. 

So remember whether it is your 
membership dues, tickets to the Faculty 
Recital or Ice Cream Social or purchasing 
an ad for your budding musician in our 
second annual Booster Book, is not only 
an investment in your child’s future. 

Supporting Excellence in Music and Music Education      Visit our website www.npmusicboosters.org  

What’s UP with MuBoo? 

You are also helping yourself by 
targeting your giving to a wonderful 
organization and reaping the benefits in 
return of a tax-deductible donation. 

Read on!  On the following pages, you 
will hear from the Music Faculty of the 
NPSD and learn why your membership 
in Music Boosters is important and 
necessary to support your child’s music 
education.   

If you haven’t already, join today!  

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
http://www.npmusicboosters.org
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Biennial Faculty Recital  

Looking Ahead 

 

2014 
October 14 - 7:00 p.m. 

    Biennial Faculty Recital 
         NPSD Music Faculty 
 
November 14 & 15 - 7:30 p.m. 
    Agatha Christie’s  
 The Mousetrap 
         High School Drama Dept. 

 
December 3 —7:30 p.m. 

    NPMS Winter Concert 
 
December 9—7:30 p.m. 
    Allen W. Roberts Winter  

      Concert  
 
December 10—7:30 p.m. 
    Salt Brook Winter Concert 
 
December 17—7:30 p.m. 
    NPHS Holiday Concert 

 

2015 
January 20 & 21—7 p.m. 
    NPHS Vocal Recitals 
 

January 26—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
     High School Music Wing 
     
February 4— 7:30 p.m. 
 Sweets and Strings 
  5th—8th Grade 

      High School Cafeteria 
 
February 10—7:30 p.m. 

     AWR/SB 4th Grade Beginner  
 Instrument Concert 
 

March 13 & 14 
     How to Succeed in Business       
 Without Really Trying 
          High School Drama Dept. 
 
March 18—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 

     High School Music Wing 
 

March 25—6:45 p.m. 
     Ice Cream Social  
         Grades 5-8 
         NPHS Auditorium/Cafeteria 

 
April 27—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
     High School Music Wing 
 
May 8—7 p.m. 
     HS/MS Spring Showcase 

 
May 12-13—7 p.m. 
     High School Vocal Recitals 

 
May 19—7 and 8:15 p.m. 
     AWR Vocal Concerts 

 
May 20—7 and 8:15 p.m. 
     SB Vocal Concerts 
 
June 15—7 p.m. 
     Music Boosters Meeting 
     HS Music Wing 

 
Click here to check more dates 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
http://www.npmusicboosters.org


 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

David M. Miceli, Ed.D. 

make the whole, locating sections that pose 

serious technical and interpretive challenges, 

creating a plan for mastering these challenges, 

methodical practicing in chunks at slow 

tempi, gradually increasing in tempo as 

technique becomes more secure, and 

constantly self-evaluating until the finished 

product is as the composer intended.  

This process has instilled in me discipline and 

fostered vital problem-solving skills which I 

have incorporated into my personal and 

professional lives. I would not be such an avid 

“list-maker” if it weren’t for my musical 

training, and those who know me well know 

all about my lists. 

For the past two years I have volunteered to 

host the first rehearsal weekend of the New 

Jersey Music Educators Association 

(“NJMEA”) Elementary and Junior High 

Honor Choirs.  

Likewise, the NPSD has allowed us to use the 

New Providence music facilities for this 

weekend as a thank you to our state music 

organization.  

NJMEA provides numerous opportunities 

for our students to meet and play with 

outstanding musicians from other school 

districts through honor ensemble 

experiences. This is how New Providence 

and I show our gratitude to the state 

organization for allowing our young 

musicians to “take it to the next level.” 

I arrived in New Providence a little over 

eighteen years ago. My goal was to 

provide fun and varied strategies for all 

Allen W. Roberts students to be the best 

musicians they could be, regardless of 

personal aptitude or resources. It has been 

a tremendous ride so far, and I am grateful 

to the AWR families, my colleagues and 

the New Providence school administration 

for supporting my mission. 

WHAT MUSIC HAS GIVEN ME; WHAT I GIVE FOR MUSIC 

Kenneth Hess, AWR Vocal Music Greetings!  

I am grateful for what music 

has given me.  

A full explanation of this 

statement could fill a book, 

so I will touch on just a few points:  

Through musical study I have learned of 

other cultures and engaged in the all-

important comparisons and contrasts that 

breed greater understanding and 

appreciation for the varied peoples of the 

world. Along with study and local 

performance of music of varied cultures, my 

choral and band ensemble affiliations have 

allowed me to travel and perform in eleven 

other countries. Had I not studied music, I 

would have traveled much less. 

Learning a new piece of music is a time-

consuming, often pedantic, but thoroughly 

rewarding endeavor. It involves seeing “the 

big picture,” analyzing all the parts that 

Welcome back to 

a new school year!   

 It is my pleasure to congratulate the 
Music Education and Performing Arts 
Department on the NAMM 
Foundation designation as “Best 
Community for Music Education” for 
the second year in a row.   

This recognition represents the 
community’s passion and support for 
the arts, and the tireless efforts of our 
students and staff.  With the opening 
of another school year, we look 
forward to their continued success. 

This year’s High School Marching 
Band show concept is, “Falling Into 
Madness.”  It explores severe 
contrasts in emotion featuring source 
material from the diverse worlds of 
symphonic music (Hector Berlioz and 
Samuel Barber), movie themes (the 
films of Alfred Hitchcock), and pop 
music (Tears For Fears).  

This fall marks the biennial Faculty 
Recital. It is on October 14 and 
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features a premiere of a choral 
music piece dedicated to the 
memory of Ms. Krisleah Passaro. 

Also in the High School, we are also 
looking forward to this year’s fall 
play--Agatha Christie’s, “The 
Mousetrap.”  It is a murder mystery 
set in a boarding house during a 
snowstorm.  A policeman skis in to 
investigate, "rattling the skeletons" 
of the proprietors and guests in the 
process.   

Our much anticipated four winter 
concerts are once again scheduled 
during the month of December.  
These concerts will highlight the 
various ensembles from each of our 
four schools. 

This spring, we look ahead to the 
High School’s musical presentation 
of “How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying”, a classic 
1960s musical by Frank Loesser 
that has been revived on Broadway 
several times, most recently in 2012 
with Daniel Radcliffe and John 
Larroquette in starring roles.  

 Visit us on the web at www.npmusicboosters.org                           The Cut Times 

The show follows the leading man's 
meteoric rise from the mailroom to 
the executive suite, spoofing 
modern corporate culture in the 
process.  Performances will be on 
March 13th & 14th, 2015. 

I would like to congratulate and 
thank all of our Music Education 
and Performing Arts staff for their 
contributions which have benefited 
our students and district.   

I also want to take this opportunity 
to thank our Board of Education, 
the New Providence Music 
Boosters, parents, and community 
for their ongoing support of our 
music programs.   

Please continue to visit our district 
website to access additional 
information and photo galleries 
from the Music Education and 
Performing Arts Department.  As 
we begin a new year, I look forward 
to all of the magical performances 
ahead, and wish everyone an 
exciting and fulfilling year. 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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News from the Middle School & Elementary Band Halls 

It is a new school year, a new day, a 

clean slate and an opportunity to step 

off on the right foot.  

This year, there’s a new crew of 

Beginner Band students who are 

buzzing with excitement.  

The Concert Band and Jazz Band students are settling into 

their familiar routine. And the Recorder students can hardly 

contain their squeals of joy as we embark on their 

instrumental journey. For all of that, I am extraordinarily 

grateful. 

When I first began my career as a music educator, I didn’t 

fully realize how lucky I was to have landed in New 

Providence. I was freshly out of graduate school and it was 

my first teaching job.  

I knew that New Providence had a good reputation, but at 

the time I didn’t know that I hit the jackpot. As it turns out, 

being the elementary band director in this district is my 

dream job. I feel so blessed to have realized that dream so 

early in my career! 

One of the things that really grabbed my attention right off 

the bat was the way that the beginner instrumental 

program was set up so efficiently. I remember my own 

experience of choosing an instrument as a child.  

The music teacher handed me a form and I circled my top 

two choices. Then I waited for what felt like forever to find 

out that I got my first choice! I was lucky to pick up on the 

flute so easily, but many of my classmates didn’t get so 

lucky.  

My best friend struggled with the flute the entire time she 

played the instrument. It took her a whole year just to get a 

sound!! By some miracle, she stuck it out and played her 

flute through high school.  

But knowing what I know now, I can see that flute wasn’t the right instrument for her. Perhaps if she had the opportunity 

to try a few instruments before making a choice, she probably would have been much more successful. That is why I 

LOVE the instrument sampling program that we do in New Providence. We are so fortunate to have Sampling Day for the 

3rd Graders! 

There is a lot more for which I am grateful here in New Providence. The leadership of our fabulous department head, the 

endless support from the administration, and the cooperation we have amongst the teachers… we really are a team! That 

is the part that makes me the most proud: I am grateful to be part of such an outstanding program and to be making a 

difference here in New Providence! 

In September, I started my 20th year 
of teaching at New Providence. Lately, 
I’ve been reflecting on those twenty 
years and found it ironic that I would be asked to write 
about my thoughts on “Gratitude”.  

I’ve got so much to be thankful and grateful for; two 
great kids, a great teaching job in a nice town, wonder-
ful co-workers, a continued professional career, and my 
good health.  

But I’d like to focus on the gratitude I receive from my 
teaching, and that is, the kids. The best thing I ever did 
was to decide to get off the road as a musician, go back 
to school, finish my teaching degree, and take a job as a 
music teacher.  

And the thing that I am most grateful for is the interac-
tion and relationships I have had with my students. The 
kids are the only reason I come back each year, for the 
last 20 years. Every day is new and fresh, and every day, 
one of these kids says something or does something to 
bring a smile to my face and confirm why I teach.   

Because of our sharing of the HS/MS building, I am 
fortunate to see my kids grow from a raw, inexperienced 
7th grader to a young man or young woman about to go 
to college. I’m very lucky to experience this with my 
own kids, but it’s amazing how many children have 
come through the music program in the last twenty 
years.  

I am proud of the number of lives I’ve touched and 
awed at the number of those who have touched my life. 
For me, that’s the ultimate gratitude I’ve felt in my 
teaching career.  

Gratitude 
By Celeste Zazzzli 

A Lot to be Grateful 

For  By Gerald Polci 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Since this year’s theme is gratitude, I thought I 

would list some of the people and organizations for 
which I am extremely grateful. 
 
First has to be my wife. She is always understanding of 
my schedules and doesn’t even ask me when I’ll be 
around in the fall. She just checks the Marching Band 
schedule and plans time together when there are no 
games, rehearsals, or competitions. 
 
At the very beginning of the school year, she always 
manages to have a smile on her face even 
after I come home from days where I 
have intensive week and marching band 
in the same day and can barely manage to 
say “hello”. I am very fortunate to have 
someone who understands my job and 
me so well. 
 
Next up, has to be the entire NP Music 
Faculty. From Mr. Hess’s many remind-
ers of what has to happen when, to the 
willingness of any person to offer help when needed.  
 
A special mention has to be made of Mr. Niedziejko. 
Not only is he a wonderful friend and colleague, but he 
is also one of the most caring and thoughtful people I 
know. He took time out of his schedule last fall, his 
busiest time of the year, to come to Salt Brook and 
help the Jazz Band saxophones during their before-
school rehearsal. I told him not to do that because I 
know the long hours he puts in, but he just showed up! 
 

Along with a great music department faculty comes the 
wonderful support we all get from our administration. 
From seeing Dr. Miceli at numerous concerts during the 
year, to Ms. Maier telling me how she wouldn’t miss the 
first beginner concert of the year, everyone comes out to 
see our many and varied performances.  
 
The entire administration is supportive and invested in 
the arts and recognizes that the arts are very different 
from the other school disciplines. All too often this is not 
at all the case in other districts. 
 

Finally, to you, our parents and students – 
thank you. 
 
 Our parent organizations are so helpful and 
involved, always asking what else can they do. 
Raising money, taking down scaffolding, or 
just waiting patiently while students help clean 
up the stage after a concert are all much appre-
ciated.  
 

To the Salt Brook parents who come to school in the early 
morning before the sun comes up to get your children to 
practice, the constant reading of the website, and getting 
their children to rehearsal on time, thank you so much. 
 
Hopefully seeing the students perform at the concerts 
and get excited about their music makes you proud. To 
the Salt Brook students, thank you so much for bugging 
your parents to get you to rehearsal on time, the many 
hours of practice, checking the lesson schedules and cal-
endars, your constant enthusiasm, and excelling at per-
formance.  

My gratitude list 
By Donald Baker, Salt Brook Band 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Gratitude for the Steps Along the Way 

By Michael Niedziejko 

to 2 schools: the University of Delaware and West 
Virginia University because I was so sure that I 
wanted to attend one or the other because of their 
engineering programs.  I was accepted at both 
schools but decided to attend my state university 
because of the cost being less as an in-state student 
(and I could commute to boot).   

All things were falling into place according to my plan 
and I entered University of Delaware as a freshman in 
the fall of 1989.  I was successful academically and I 
participated in Marching Band, Wind Ensemble and 
Jazz Ensemble unbeknownst to my advisor.   

I audited those classes so as not to add to my tuition, 
but when it came time to register for the Spring 
Semester, I had to fill out a time management survey 
which included a daily schedule of activities and 
classes as did all engineering majors in the honors 
program there.   

I submitted the survey along with my course request 
to my advisor during my advisory session and my 
advisor did something that I will forever by grateful 
for.  He said to me while looking down over the top of 
his glasses, “Mr. Niedziejko, I see you have some 
additional courses listed here that fall outside the 
suggested electives for your major” to which I 
responded, “That is correct.”   

I further qualified that I wished to receive credit for 
these ensembles that I had been participating in for 
no credit.  At that moment he uttered the words that 
changed my life and that I now appreciate so much. 

In the basic sense of the word, I am grateful to 
my academic advisor while I was enrolled at the 
University of Delaware for Mechanical 
Engineering.  I did not complete a degree in 
mechanical engineering and I did not even 
attend that university for more than a year.   

To the contrary, I graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Music Education from West 
Chester University in Pennsylvania.  This 
incongruence in my chosen career path versus 
my experiences eventually led me to my current 
state and situation in life for which I am so very 
grateful. 

You see, I had thought since the age of 7 that I 
was going to be an engineer and not just any 
engineer:  a mechanical engineer like my father.  
My sister, who is nine years my senior, was 
beginning to look into post-secondary education 
and career paths at the time.   

Interested in the process, I decided that it was 
high time that I decide what my future would 
entail.  I categorically professed that I wanted to 
be an engineer and from that moment I started 
my journey to follow in my father’s footsteps that 
was and remained until his retirement a Chief 
Project Engineer for Scott Paper Company.   

It was not until high school that more preparation 
devoted towards this career path would come to 
fruition in the form of classes such as Mechanical 
Drawing and top level science and math courses.  
I had been involved in music as my family had 
been, but I was sure that I was going to be an 
engineer so participation in band and chorus as 
well as music theory was more of an enjoyable 
endeavor to offset the rigors of my other classes. 

While navigating my high school years, I 
supplemented my schedule with Marching Band 
and Jazz Ensemble and also participated in 
Drama as well.  I still, however, did not lose sight 
of the fact that I was going to be an engineer and 
was simply using these activities as ways to 
enjoy my high school experience. 

I graduated with high honors after being 
accepted to the University of Delaware’s Honors 
Engineering program.  In fact, I had only applied 

Cont’d on next page 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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Let me begin with the paradox that 
pretty much defines my life:  I’m a 
Drama teacher who hates drama. 

I suppose I should clarify that rather 
bold pronouncement before I get 
myself in trouble, so here goes:   

I do truly love the theatre, I’ve been 
in love with it since I was a 
sophomore in high school and 
discovered firsthand the allure of 
opening night, the laughter, the 
applause.  

Nothing beats the sense of 
accomplishment that comes from 
creating something from nothing, 
and sharing it with an appreciative 
audience.  

I am also grateful to the theatre for 
the extended family it has given me 
and the lifelong friendships it has 
fostered. I’ve been fortunate to have 
former students become good 
friends, coworkers, and even dance 
at my wedding. I’ve been lucky 
enough to have friendships that 
started onstage or backstage that 

h a v e  t u r n e d  i n t o  l i f e l o n g 
relationships, spanning thousands of 
miles and sometimes even years 
apart, but bursting back to life the 
second we reconnect in person or 
even online (thanks Facebook!).   

I can even credit theatre with 
introducing me to my beautiful wife, 
when we were both grad students in 
London. Somewhere between 
Stratford and St. Paul’s the stars 
aligned, we fell in love, and for the 
most part, it’s been happily ever 
after.   

Except for the drama.  My wife will 
think I’m talking about her, but I’m 
not.  What I mean by “drama” is the 
angst, the mess, the struggle, the 
work of creating something onstage, 
or in life for that matter, it’s not 
easy.   

I’d much prefer a long walk in the 
woods, a nice sunny day at the beach, 
or maybe just hanging around with 
friends and family.  But sooner or 
later the drama arrives.   

You’re tired, or uncertain, probably 
uninspired, but the clock is ticking, 
the show is coming, time is running 
out. So you do the work.  You start 
early, stay late, and slowly 
build...something.   

The drama becomes the stuff that 
makes great theatre, it’s the only way 
to get there.  So in the end, I guess 
I’d have to say I’m grateful for all of 
it; the theatre and the drama, and all 
the moments I might have missed 
without them. 

 Thanks. 
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He said, “You have no time for these useless 
endeavors Mr. Niedziejko.”   

He refused to sign my schedule request until I had 
removed Wind Ensemble and Jazz Ensemble.  At 
that moment I decided that this was no longer what 
I wanted to be.   

Music and the Performing Arts had been such an 
integral part of my life that I decided right then and 
there that I would become a music education 
major.   

Knowing that at that time University of Delaware’s 
Music Education department was not of the 
standard it is today, I pursued a transfer to West 
Chester University where two of my closest friends 
in high school had chosen to go to be Music 
Education Majors.  

I completed my year at Delaware in an effort not to 
lose any time academically or financially and was 

accepted as a music education major to West 
Chester University that spring.   

It was that denial to sign my schedule request by 
my advisor that opened my eyes and enabled me 
to do what I loved; meet my wife who I now share 
a wonderful life with along with four fantastic 
children and come to work in such a special place 
along with so many wonderful teachers, 
administrators, students and parents.   

I think of that moment often and although at the 
time I was upset and angry, I can only be 
completely grateful for what my advisor did for me. 

He allowed me to see that I was following a path of 
convenience rather than passion.  I do not even 
remember his name but to him I say: 

“Thank you Mr. Whoeveryournamewas!” Now, 
some 25 years later, I am so very grateful for what 
he did for me. 

My Paradox By Craig Duke 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

 

sounds (!) and the HS Saxophone Ensemble play seamlessly. I 

see the beginning strings learn how to tighten a bow (it's 

tougher than it looks) and hear the High School Orchestra 

play the great masterworks.  

Throughout these busy days, there is also a kindness that 

flows within our faculty. Last spring, a family emergency 

called me to spend almost two weeks in Pennsylvania at the 

end of the school year. Even though this was a hectic time for 

my colleagues, supply orders were verified, awards were 

distributed, ensembles were rehearsed and classes were 

covered. When I returned to conduct my Girls Ensemble, they 

were ready to go, and we had a lovely cumulative 

performance. 

It is said that "Many hands make light work". Our work 

certainly isn't light, but it would be much heavier without my 

colleagues. Unless there are spiders, then, Mr. Hess, you are 

on your own;-) 
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So Much to be Grateful For 
By 

Jennifer Starr-Talsmat 
Early Childhood Music 

 The opportunity to make 
music is a gift often taken for 
granted.   

A single tune can sometimes relate to you more than your 
closest friend.  Perhaps it is the elation when you can belt out 
your favorite song that comes on the radio. Mine currently is 
On Top of the World by Imagine Dragons, which has been 
causing many a dance session on my drive to Salt Brook (my 
moves include, but are not limited to, a classic raise the roof 
move when the chorus starts).  Music is an outlet when trying 
to work through a conflict.  It is also, at times, a reflection.  It 
is the struggle when we hit a road block in learning a new 
piece and the celebration when we break that barrier.   

 When I was in eighth grade we were given an 
assignment to write a letter to your future self after you have 
graduated high school.  Mine, probably much to the dismay of 
my English teacher, consisted of one statement: “always play 
music.” I am so grateful that my job as a music teacher is to 
share the subject I am most passionate about.  It makes even 
some of the craziest days feel rewarding.  I am lucky to have 
students that are enthusiastic about singing and allow the bar 
to be set high.  It is so wonderful that by June my role becomes 
almost passive as all of the students get to present what they 
worked so hard on throughout the year in the spring concert.   

 What we have in New Providence is truly unique.  A 
strongly supported program with passionate educators 
invested in providing quality music instruction.  It is a 
rewarding experience as a teacher to know that what occurs in 
the music classroom is not only valued by the student but by 
the community as well.  This allows me to take a step back and 
appreciate that I get to do what I love every day:  

Make Music! 

Music is a Gift 
By Pamela Crockett 

Salt Brook Choral Instructor 

I'm grateful to Ken Hess for removing the 

spider from my classroom wall this 

morning. (He actually did that just as I 

was sitting down to write this, which gave me a marvelous 

point of departure;-) 

When I think about what makes me feel grateful, I can't 

help but be reminded of the people with whom I work. I 

teach in three of the four schools in the district so I see 

most of the department on a daily basis. I actually feel more 

astonished than anything else, but I am grateful to be in the 

mix. 

Throughout the course of any given day, I see a progression 

that amazes and thrills me. I hear Kindergartners find their 

singing voices and Seniors find their way though their first 

arias, I hear beginner saxophone players make their first 

An Absence of SpidersAn Absence of SpidersAn Absence of Spiders   
by Catherine Flynn 

There is so much to be thankful for as I return to New 
Providence School District after my 1-year maternity leave. 
First of all, I’m amazed and delighted to be a mama and so 
fortunate that I was able to stay with our son Gabriel for 15 
months! During our time at home, my background in 
music has certainly influenced him. He’s a budding singer, 
drummer and all-day bopper. We attended Music 
Together classes as often as we could and enjoyed live 
music performances at our Middle 
Eastern/Moroccan restaurant 
(which opened in May 2013 in the 
town of South Orange). Falafel-ly 
Yours and My Morocco is doing 
well and we are so grateful for that! 

I’m excited to return to my role as 
music educator of young children 
and embark on new musical 
adventures with my students. I’m 
teaching Pre-K, K, 1st and 2nd 
grades at Allen W. Roberts and 
Kindergarten, LLD1, LLD 2 and 2nd grade at Salt Brook. 
Staff, students and parents alike are making me feel 
welcomed home to our incredible school district. It’s good 
to be back! 

I’ve always taught in New Providence. I’ve never 
experienced teaching elsewhere. Just after graduating 
from music school, I took on a maternity leave position 
here in May of 1999.  I’m keenly aware of how fortunate I 
am to have found such a perfect job. Our department truly 
works together and administration is very supportive. As 
always, I’m beyond thankful to be working in a district 
that supports the arts. 

Thank you, Music Boosters for being YOU! 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

 

tremendous amount of passion they 
have for supporting music education 
here, both with volunteering and 
with financial support – we have so 

much to thank them for! 

 

I am reminded of the generosity of 
the PTSA and NPEF organizations and 
the grants they have provided us 

over the years. 

 

I am reminded of our parents, who 
encourage their children in their 
musical pursuits, and who have been 
there time and time again to 
volunteer for our musical events – 
accounting, set building, 
refreshments, chaperoning, 
laundering, producing, press 
releases, ticket sales, programs, 
stage crew – you name it, they’ve 

done it. 

 

I am reminded of my remarkable 
students, past and present, who 
bring into my life their gifts of 
singing, their funny stories, their 
energy, their enthusiasm, their 
drama, their kindness, their courage, 
and their perseverance, to name a 

few – they are just “awesome”! 

 

Finally, I am reminded of my 
husband, Joe, who is my favorite 
person on the planet and has been 
there to cheer me on, pick me up, 

and keep me going.   

 

By now, the theatre has cleared, the 
music has stopped, the commercials 
are over.  One thing remains: a 
teacher filled with gratitude and 
humbled by all who have given their 
time, energy, talent, and financial 

support to make it all happen.   

 

Thank you.   

 

I am reminded of our exceptional 
Elementary and Middle School Music 
Teachers, who have instilled a love 
and knowledge of music in so many 
rising high school students, a number 
of whom have gone on to music 

careers.   

I am reminded of the High School 
faculty, who work with our 
schedules, sit in on our auditions, 
create artwork for us, chaperone our 
performances and music trips, attend 

our events. 

 

I am reminded of Mr. Hess and Mr. 
Niedziejko, who have been music 
department heads since I started 
here, and the tremendous amount of 
work they have done behind the 

scenes to elevate our department 

 

I am reminded of our LLD Class for all 
of their fine work on our programs 

and concert attire 

 

I am reminded of our Guidance 
Department for working with our 
kids’ schedules, so they can squeeze 
in their music ensembles when 
possible (and of course Mr. Maciag for 

his music trip roller coaster savvy). 

 

I am reminded of our Administrative 
Support staff for keeping us on track 
so beautifully with schedules, forms, 
field trips, mailings, finances – the 

list goes on! 

 

I am reminded of our terrific 
Maintenance and Custodial staff, who 
have always been at the ready to 
help me in so many ways, I can not 

even begin to count. 

 

I am reminded of our Technology 
Staff, who were there from my very 
first website, and continue to 
provide new resources to enrich my 

teaching. 

 

I am reminded of our spectacular 
Music Boosters organization and the 

You have to 
appreciate the time 
limits placed on 

award recipients during all of the 
televised awards broadcasts.  In 
order for each winner to individually 
thank everyone who played a part in 
his or her success, the broadcast 

would run for days.   

 

Many of the winners simply ignore 
the playoff music and continue to 
express as many thank yous as 
possible before the commercial 
break. Some do perhaps, because 
they know better than to bite the 
hands that feed them, but most, I 
suspect, realize that they have 
achieved this level of success 
because an enormous collection of 
people have lifted them to this 

moment.   

 

Every so often, when our choir is 
gathered in a circle, I will ask each 
singer to share something for which 
they are grateful.  It is a simple but 
powerful exercise that helps us to 
be mindful of how much we have to 
be thankful for, and when you think 

of it, we really do.  

 

As I think about the success of the 
music department at New 
Providence High School, I am 
reminded of the scores of people 
who have contributed to and 
continue to contribute to the 
strength of our programs.  It is 

humbling, indeed. 

 

I am reminded of our Board of 
Education and Administration, who 
have not only supported the 
continuation of our arts programs, 
when other schools were cutting 
them, but have also allowed us to 
maintain the level of quality of our 

programs through proper funding.   

 

I am reminded of our building 
Administrators, who really GET the 
importance of arts education and 
give us what we need to carry out 

our program. 

I’d Like to Thank the Academy... 

By Susan Kirkland, NPHS Vocal Music 
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Hello New Providence 
Music Boosters!  

My name is Marirose Dempsey, 
and I am the new orchestra 
teacher at the elementary schools. 
I am very much looking forward to 
working with the beginning string students to build them 
a solid foundation for musical success, and hopefully 
beyond. 

I am originally from a suburb of Rochester, New York 
(home of the Eastman School of Music). Way back in 4th 
grade I picked the viola, and am grateful that I lucked out 
in picking the instrument that has led me to this position. 
The school district in which I grew  up was a Grammy 
Signature school in 2005. 

I earned both my Bachelors and Masters in Music 
Education at Manhattanville College in Purchase, New 
York. I also pursued education outside of the walls of my 
college participating in viola festivals at both Eastman 
School of Music, and the South Carolina Viola Intensive. 
My passion for education ensures that I never stop 
learning myself. 

Since May 2012, I have built a private studio of violin and 
viola students, taught private lessons at community 
music schools, interned in the Bedford Central School 
District (another NAMM Best Community for music 
education), in upper Westchester County, and most 
recently worked with a non-for-profit teaching first year 
string lessons and orchestra ensembles in Bronx, NY.  

I remain an active orchestral musician as well, currently 
on the roster for four orchestras throughout Westchester 
and Fairfield counties in New York and Connecticut. As I 
move to and settle in New Jersey, you can be sure that I 
will be finding new ensembles with which to perform. I 
am truly looking forward to this school year, and 
hopefully more to come. I know that the theme of this 
newsletter is gratitude, and I cannot thank you, as a 
community, enough for your welcome, and to the district 
administration for giving me this opportunity. 

Grateful to Be Here 

By Marirose Dempsey 

From the Orchestra Pit 

Like many things in life, playing 
and teaching music are among 
those I take for granted.    

Participating in an ensemble 
requires collaboration and unity, 
and with that comes a great 

responsibility for each individual.  As I reflect upon 
what gratitude means, I realize that performing in 
an ensemble is the perfect place to learn and 
practice this quality.  

 In recent years, gratitude has become a 
widely researched topic.  There are many articles, 
Ted talks, and even apps to build one’s ability to be 
gratuitous.  It is a quality that must be practiced and 
learned.  Examples of gratitude are vast, but 
simple.  Giving a compliment, noticing 
improvement, and keeping a positive attitude are 
just a few ways to show gratitude.   

 I am very fortunate to have grown up with 
parents who were supportive of my passion for 
music.  I have also been fortunate that every friend, 
colleague and student I have worked with has 
helped me be a better teacher and person.   

I cannot say enough about my gratitude towards the 
New Providence School District and 
community.  The support that I have received 
throughout my first year, and now in my second 
year, is extraordinary.   

After only one year, I feel at home teaching in this 
district, which is not a feeling that many educators 
experience.  I have not thought too much about 
gratitude until this topic was announced. I will 
surely make a conscious effort to practice gratitude 
on a daily basis, with the hopes that it will bring 
more positivity and joy to my classes. 

Practice Gratitude 

By 

Kristin Ciambrone 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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And the Award Goes to… 
Our children  

for their hard work and accomplishments 
in the 2013-14 school year! 

ALL-STATE MIXED CHOIR 

William Roper 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

ALL-STATE SYMPHONIC BAND 

Dorothy Qu, piccolo 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

REGION 2 HIGH SCHOOL CHOIRS 

Kara Dobias 

Juliana Ruta 

William Roper 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

REGION 2 HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA 

Dorothy Qu 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

REGION 2 INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA 

Kingston Ho (chamber) 

Brian Wang (symphonic) 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

REGION 2 INTERMEDIATE SYMPHONIC BAND 

Miriam Hyde,  

Troy Droussiotis 

Kathryn Xu  

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

REGION 2 INTERMEDIATE WIND ENSEMBLE 

Betia Zeng  

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

JUNIOR HIGH ALL-STATE HONOR CHOIR 

Katherine Barrasso 

Maclaine Barré-Quick 

Joseph Crisafi 

Alicja Rypien  

David Wilderotter 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

ELEMENTARY ALL-STATE HONOR CHOIR 

Hannah Flanagan 

Sarah Hern 

Elizabeth Krska 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

CJMEA ELEMENTARY HONORS BAND 

Gianna Bobrowski 

Gia Pellegrino 

Rohan Gudwani 

Elizabeth Krska 

Charlotte Lin 

Cherie Ma 

Elizabeth Rucki 

Dominick Cardone 

Angel Walker 

Charlie Palmer 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

MUSIC IN THE PARKS 

MS MUSIC DEPT 

KUTZTOWN, PA May 2014 

 

NPMS Concert Band - Superior 

NPMS Jazz Band - Excellent 

NPMS Concert Choir - Superior 

NPMS Girl’s Ensemble - Superior 

NPMS String Orchestra - Excellent 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

NEW PROVIDENCE MUSIC DEPARTMENT AND 

COMMUNITY 

NAMM Foundation  

designation as  

Best Communities for Music Education 2014 

KINGSTONHOBRIANWANG 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/
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New Providence Music Boosters 
Executive Board - 2014-15 

 
 

President Elizabeth Ertman 
Vice President  Malathi Narayan 
Treasurer  Richard Kaller 
Recording Secretary   Sallie Gotoff 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Corresponding Secretary Julie DeMarco 
Volunteer Coordinator Donna Zane  
Membership Coordinator Please Volunteer!!! 
Market Day Coordinator Lloyd Peterson 
Booster Book Please Volunteer!!! 
Ice Cream Social Susannah Prill 
Marketing Coordinator Please Volunteer!!! 
Web Master Donna Zane 

 
Board of Trustees 

 
Susan Peterson 
Jamie Peterson 

Mr. Kenneth Hess 
Department Head 

Fine, Performing and Practical Arts 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

  Visit us on the web at www.npmusicboosters.org                           The Cut Times Page 13 

An Attitude of Gratitude 

Another BITE AT THE APPLE.   

Beginning in January, parents will have the opportunity to support their child and the NPSD Music Program by 

purchasing an ad in this our 2nd issue of the MuBoo Booster Book.   

Designed to highlight each musical organization in the NPSD (there are 

over 30 of them!), photos of each group will be interspersed with 

personal ads created especially for your “special someone.”   

Also, don’t forget to advertise your business!  We have Booster Book 

ads of every size to showcase your business in this publication.  It will 

be distributed to all of our membership.  Not a bad deal for such a 

small investment 

Watch for an email blast from MuBoo delivering more information and 

sample ad pages available!   

All proceeds from the Booster Book will be used to underwrite the 

purchase of new sound equipment for the high school auditorium, 

MuBoo scholarships and grants.    

See page 12 for sample ads... 

Axioms are axioms for a reason.  They may seem 

cliché (see above), but when reconsidered with fresh 
eyes, they often best describe our feelings toward 
significant things in our lives.  

When I was asked to be Music Booster President at 
the end of last school year, I originally said no. I just 
didn’t feel capable of filling the shoes of Susan 
Peterson, the Music Boosters President for the last 
eight years.  After thinking it over though, despite my 
trepidation, I agreed.  That is where the axiom comes 
in. 

I agreed because I am grateful for music and music 
education. I am also grateful for the Music Booster 
parents who willingly give their time to support their 
children in the NPSD Music Program.  I changed my 
attitude from “not living up to expectations” to an 
attitude of gratitude that I was thought of by my peers 
as someone who could lead a group like Music 
Boosters. 

You see, music has given me so much in my life.  From 
the time I could sing, I did—and I was grateful for that 
happy accident of nature.  It was all I ever wanted to 

do.  When I discovered I could write music, I added 
that to the list of  things to be grateful for.  When 
given the opportunity to go to college and major in 
music, another tick mark went in the grateful column. 

When I was lucky enough to be employed as a singer 
in a variety of genres and compose and arrange music 
and write a musical that was actually produced, I was 
again so grateful. 

My greatest attitude of gratitude though, is toward my 
children’s love of music.  Their musical gifts and 
enthusiasm for music are wonderful to behold.   

When I see them on the stage performing, or hear 
them practicing at home, I am grateful.  For you see, 
their love of music hasn’t just been nurtured by me.   

It has also been nurtured by the men and women of 
the Music Department of the NPSD.  Their time and 
efforts, their expertise, encouragement and high 
standards are qualities every parent should recognize 
as an enormous gift to our children.   

So, thank you to the music teachers in New 
Providence School District. I am grateful to you all. 

Second Annual Booster Book Coming Your Way! 

By Elizabeth Ertman, NP Music Boosters President 

http://www.npmusicboosters.org/


 

 

New Providence Department of 

Music Education and Performing Arts  

Mission Statement 

Volunteer—We Want You! 

Ways to contribute to New Providence Music 

Boosters:   

Join!   
Either on the web: 

www.npmusicboosters.org 

 

Or by filling out the membership on the 

opposite page and mailing it to: 

 

 New Providence Music Boosters 

 P.O. Box 454 

 New Providence, NJ 07974 

 

or by returning it with your check to your child’s 

school.  

 

Get the word out about... 

 

 

 

Buy Market Day!  Tell your friends and 

neighbors to buy Market Day!   

 

Click on the icon above to go to the Market Day site 

and learn about this great service sponsored by 

Music Boosters as our ongoing fundraiser 

throughout the year.  You can feel assured using and 

recommending Market Day.  Their quality meals 

provide the answer to that constant question on a 

hectic day:  What am I going to fix for SUPPER??? 

Contact our Market Day representative at 

npmarketday@gmail.com to order. 

 

Volunteers Wanted!!! 

There are other volunteer jobs available.  Our 

Volunteer Coordinator, Donna Zane has set up our 

own Sign-up Genius for those who would like to 

volunteer. 

 

Go to our website to get involved!   

he mission of the New Providence Music 

Education and Performing Arts Department is to 

create and maintain a learning environment that 

provides the highest order of education in all 

aspects of the performing arts supported by the 

school district.  

 

We, as a department, firmly believe in the holistic 

development of each child and affirm that arts 

education is an integral part of each child’s 

education. Performing arts education provides a 

creative, yet structured, outlet for students to 

express themselves and encourages cultural and 

artistic awareness.  

 

Through performing arts education, students learn 

not only basic concepts and techniques of 

performance art forms, but participate in a 

lifelong enrichment activity promoting 

collaboration, problem solving, coordination of 

various levels of higher-level thinking and the 

pursuit and appreciation of beauty. 

 

It is the aim of the Department that EVERY 

student participating in the performing arts 

program will benefit in some way because:   

 

 Performing Arts are FUN and for EVERYONE  

 Performing Arts help to mold lifelong basic 

skills  

 Performing Arts encourage and build 

commitment and dedication  

 Performing Arts improve quality of  

 character  

 Performing Arts encourage and develop critical 

thinking skills  

 Cultural awareness and study is critical to our 

existence in an ever-changing global community  

 Beauty is critical to society 
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Keep a lookout at concerts and school functions for our 

MuBoo “store” table.  If you haven’t joined Music Boosters 

yet, pick up a flyer or one of our business cards to learn 

how to join online!   

Also, keep a lookout for Music Booster merchandise to be 

given as gifts for your favorite performer, or as a special 

treat for yourself! 

These items include our own exclusive design of The 

Periodic Table of Musical Elements.   

This whimsical design is exclusively ours, designed by our 

President, Elizabeth Ertman.  Her parody of the real 

Periodic Table will certainly put a smile on your face as 

you read her own musical twist on these elements.  Look 

up your favorite voice type, instrument or musical genre 

to learn it’s abbreviation. 

Offered on a variety of items, such as t-shirts, posters, 

mouse pads, coffee cups and tote bags, these items are 

sure to please the musician in your life. 

Luggage Tags 
Car Magnets 

Featured Design 

Available on T-Shirts, Posters, Mouse Pads, Tote Bags, Coffee Mugs and other merchandise! 

Check out our MuBoo Store at music events for even more unique items! 


